THE $25,000 MARTINI

Long gone arethedayswhen the bartender says, "How about
one for the road?' A drink with friends after work can tuen
into the biggest financial quandary one may ever face. Driving
while intoxicated offenses are at the forefront of America’s legal
system. Whether considereddrivingwhileintoxicated {DW1} or
driving under the influence {DUI), the bottom line is DWTs are
expensive.

Afineis just thestart ofwhat you will pay for an intoxication
conviction. Insurance ratesincrease, legal bills swmount, a cohol
treatment, and licensing fees can push the cost into five figures.
A DWI convidion is afinancia disaster. Not considering the
extreme humiliation and hassle a DWI has a horribleeffect on
your wallet your professional future.

A veteran San Antonio PoliceQfficer explained:"1f I pusll you
over and you have the odor of alcohol on your person especially
between the hours of 10pm and 4am on Thursday through
Sunday, I don't care who you arel am placing you under arrest.
Its not worth the risk." The road side stop is embarrassing and
dangerous enough by performing tests on a busy highway in
thedark, but now you are in handcuffs, in the back of the police
vehicle. Itis timeto makethat dreadedphonecall, Bail costscan
rangefrom $150t0$2,500 for a first offense, but can increaseto
$100,000 or moredependingon the seriousnessof the offense.

Driving privileges are highly affected from a DWI arrest.
Towingyourcarfromthescenecancost you from $100 to $1,200.
"If you get a DWI conviction, it will likely affect your insurance
ratesfor (atleast) the next three to five years,” saysalocd USAA
insuranceagent. You may be moved to ahigh risk section of the
department or may bedroppedaltogether. Yau will have to keep
your nose clean, no traffic tickets or feiider bendersfor at least
fiveyearsto bringyour ratesdewn to thelow premiumsyouonce
enjoyed. 'The cost of the insurancenightmare - $50000r more.

Unlessyou decideto represent yourself you will need to hire
alawyer. Because most professionalshave moreon thelinethan
just their wallet thisisavery important decison. Some lawyers
may charge as little as $500 to enter a quick plea, but with so
much at stake, many professionalsaccused of DWI fight the
charge. EnteringapleatoaDWI offenseis aninstant conviction
and loss of your driver'slicense. This is not adecision to make
lighdly. Legd representation can cost from 54,000 to $25,000
depending on the complexity of thedefenseand qualificationsof
the lawyer. A vigorousdefense may indude representingyou at
thelicense revocation hearing, hiring an investigator to examine
thearrestscene, and hiring expert witnesses whocan testify tothe
inaccuraciesin thefield sobriety testsand breathtest procedures.
Whether considered high or low the legd fees may bethe most
important investment in the process of one's case.

Fines and court costs can range from county to county in
Texas, but one fact remains the same they add up and they
increase year after year. A fine can be as high as $2000 for
afirst time offense. The courts add additional costs such as
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alcohal evaluation screenings, acohol education and treatment
programs, and cost of court proceedings. Depending on the
intensity of the programs these costs may range from $750 to
$4000. If one is convicted of a DWI whether through a plea
bargain or a jury verdict these fees are not negotiable. 1f you
ever want toget your license back these treatment programsare
required. There isno deferred adjudication probationfor a DWI

in Texas. Whether entering a'"no contest” or “guilty” pleatoa
DWI is thesameasa jury finding you guilty. The conviction will

remainon your record forever. Not exactly aresume builder

If you are convicted and yow license is suspendedyou must
pay a license reinstatement fee, petition for an occupational
license, and paya surcharge to the Department of Public Safety
foraperiod ofthreeyears. This will cost you over $3500. If you
areconvicted of asecondintoxi cationoffensethat costsjumpsto
aminimumof over $6500. And of courseasin any venture there
are the hidden costsand additional fees. For example, a Crime
Stoppers fee, probation supervision fees, Victim Impact Panel
assessment fees, victim compensation funds, and restitution if
an accident wasinvolved. If the judge considersthat you were
particularly drunk an ignition interlock devicewill beorderedon
your vehide and any vehicleyou have accessto. These costswill
rangefrom $1500 and up.

Finally, there are the onexpected and sometimes
unquantifiable cogts. Life-insurance premiums may increase
because of the driver's license suspension and credit history
could be negatively affected. Further, lost time fromwork, asa
result af cowt dates, community service, treatment programs,
and possiblejail sentence,dwaysequals |ost money and clientele.
For many people an arrest may result in losing one’s job and a
conviction may mean all the open doors before the arrest will
suddenly shut. If you are a doctor, stockbroker, airline pilot,
lawyer, teacher, or nurse, a DWI conviction codd affect the
statusofyour professond license. Many peoplefind devastating
effects to their work when they lose their license. A license may
be suspended anywherefrom 90 daysto twoyearsdependingon
theseriousnessd theoffense.

So in theend can you afford that Martini? DWTs are pricey.
For professonasthe biggest thing issometimesthe stigma that
youget. That stigma does not have a financial cost, but thestigma
does have bothasocial cost and a professional cost. DW T's affect
everyone - professionalscannot avoid this fact, but they can
educate themselves and consider the rea costs behind happy
hous
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